Virginia

Mathemat/lcU é?
Teacher 'BVCTM

Volume 25, No. 2 Winter, 1999

William Carl Lowry

A Resource Journal for Mathematics Teachers at all Levels.



William Caxl Lowry

reprint of the dedication article from the Virginia Mathematics Teacher

Who is William Carl Lowry? He goes by William: C.
Lowry. To most, he is Dr. Lowry, to some he is Biﬂ, and to
his wife he is Carl. Toallhe is known as a person whq is polite,
ca].m, fi.rm, gentleman.ly, compassionate, professional, intel-
ligent, helpful, eﬂicient, et]nical, honoral:)le, reassuring, re-
spons:]:le, respounsive, and influential. He is known for his
integrity and cllgm’cy Heisknownasa leacler, a mathematlcs
educator, a teac]:er, and an adviser. Most people pro}Jalle do
not know that he once was a gluler pllot

Dr. Lowry and his wife Ritd celebrated their golclen
wedding anniversary on October 18, 1991. The Lowxy's
have one son, Biﬂ, who has earned kLis doctorate and is
teaching at Utah State.

Mrs. Lowry, a cordial and witty lady, is also well known }Jy
most of Dr. Lowry's students. Students over the years
enjoyed socials in the Lowry's home on Greenway Road.
Candidates for the doctorate always received a homemade
cake from Mus. Lowry when t]ney had completed all their
requirements. Complimentary comments from former stu-
dents of Dr. Lowry, such as “we are thankful for our
association with him and Rita,” frequently refer to Mrs.
Lowry. One former graduate student said, “I believe that I
looked forward to receiving Mrs. Lowry's cake more than [
did to receiving my degree." When Dr. Lowry was invited
after his retirement to teach for a trimester at Woocl]aerry
Forest School, those who know Mis. Lowry can just see her
smile and detect her wit when she said, “I'l tell him no he
can't, and then he will do it.” Love and respect for Mis. Lowry
is summed up Ly one who said, “He and Mrs. Lowry gave so
much for so little in return. I am one of many who is gra’cefu.l
for l)eing part of their life.”

Dr. Lowry received his B.S. in Education with honors
from Ohio University. His major was mathematics. He
received his M.Ed. and Ph.D. _clegrees from Ohio State
University with emphases in Education, Mathematics, Math-
ematics Education, Teacher Education, and Philosophy of
Education.

After serving in the armed forces of the United States as
a g]ider pilot, teac]:ling ata couple of }ng]:\ schools, and serving
as instructor at St. Helena Branch of the Co]lege of William
and Mary, Kent State University, and Ohio State Umver-
sity, Dr. Lowry came to the University of Virginia in 1955
as an Assistant Professor of Education. He was promoted to
Associate Professor of Education in 1966. Upon his retire-
ment, Dr. Lowry was appointecl Professor Emeritus. James
M. Cooper, Dean of the Curry School of Education, says of

Dz. Lowry:

There is no question in my mind that Bill Lowry had a
greater impact promoting mathematics education in Vir-
ginia than any other ,iving person. The many awards
accorded him are testimony to the lziglz esteem and
aﬁ(ection in which Bill Lowry is held. Co//eagues in the
mathematics a’epartment at the University af Virginia
have commented to me on Bill's /asﬁng contribution to
mathematics education in the Commonwealth. Dedication
of an issue of the Virginia Mathematics Teacher to Dr.
Wilfiam C. Lowryisa f;'tting tribute to one whose /1fe work
has been devoted to promoting the /eaming of mathemat-

ics.
Another colleague, Ertle Tllompson, says:

For more than 30 years as a colleague and personal friend
Bill Low:y, to me, was the conscience of the School of
Education at the University of Virginia. By personal
action and deed he representea’ the Iziglzest academic,
professional, and ethical standards of which the University
o][ Virginia is so proud. No student, undergraduate or
graduate, faculty member of professional colleague could
ever want fbr a better ﬁ-iencl.

It should be noted that Dr. Lowry was not on.ly respectecl
Ly colleagues in the Curry School of Education, but he was
also nghly respected ]3y faculty members in the Mathematics
Department of the School of Arts and Sciences. Upon his
retirement, these mathematics professors made a sizeable
donation in honor of Dr. Lowry to the Lowry Sc]:lolars]:up
Fund. ,

Dr. Lowry was a teacher. His strengtll was based in the fact
that every article he asked students to read was worth rearlmg
and students knew that Dr. Lowry had read it t]aorougl:ly
himself. His questions were delivered sofl:ly, but they were
inciting and they either went to the core of an issue or t]aey
forced you to go deal with the essential elements of the issue.
As a teacher he gave clear explanations. He was patient and
un-threatening.

Professional organizations to which Dr. Lowry Lelonged
include the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
(NCTM), the Mathematical Association of America, School
Science and Mathematics Association, American Associa-
tion of University Professors, Virginia Council of Teachers
of Mathematics (VCTM), and two other NCTM affiliates in
Virginia.

More than twenty articles have been pul)lished ]Jy‘ Dr.

L-OWIy. Some O:E t]nese are repor!:s Of researcll, so1mne are
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joumal articles, and some are book reviews. Dr. Lowry co-
edited “Tips for Beginners,” a regular section of The Math-
ematics Teacher. He chaired the editorial committee for The
Show Learner in Mathematics, the tl].l:l:y-ﬁ.&h yearLoola of the
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. He has served
as a referee for many articles submitted to The Mathematics
Teacher and The ]oumal ﬁnr Research in Mathematics Educa-
tion. Accorcling to Dr. James D. Gates, Executive Director of
NCTM:

Bill Lowry has made sigmﬁcant contributions to the eﬁ[oﬁs
of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. His
work in the area of pub/ication, particu/ar/y year[:oo]es, has
been wia’e/y acclaimed. Many teachers tlzroughaut our
nation have [Jenefitecl professiona/ j;‘om the pul:/iaations of
Bill Lowry.

How to Evaluate Mathematics Textbooks was originaﬂy
written Ly Virginians and pu]:)]ishecl in Virginia. Dr. Lowry
was the Virginian who served on the editorial panel when this
book was slightly revised and became an NCTM pu]slication.
Dr. Lowry also served on the editorial committee for Practical
Ways to Teach the Basic Mathematical Skills, pu]:)]ished ]3y the
Virginia Council of Teachers of Mathematics in 1978. This
Virginia publication, which was sold world wide, met with
great success, in the words of one Virginian, because of “Dr.
Lowry's efficient and untiring editorial contributions” made
to this book.

Dr. Lowry authored several course manuals for inclepen-
dent stu&y courses in mathematics for elementary school
teachers at the University of Virginia. He co-authored with
Herb Kaufman, one of his former stuclents P The Mcmy Facets
ofMathematics. Kaufman authored a coﬂege alge]sra textand
dedicated it to Dr. Lowry l)y saying, “With great respect and
admiration I want to say thanks to you for all that you have
done for me and many others as an adviser and true friend!”
Today Kaufman says, “To be called adviserand true friend is
sometbing special. I have never heard of any other adviser in
mathematics or mathematics education who is held in such
high esteem l)y so many former students. Dr. Lowry is one of
a kind and many of us can truly be thankful for our
association with him and Rita.”

Doctoral students can never say thanks enough to Dr.
Lowxy for the patient and efficient way he prooﬁ:ead disser-
tations. Oh, how great it would be to have Dr. Lowry
proof:read this article before it is sent to the Virginia Math-
ematics Teacher for pul)lication.

In addition to prior elections to the honorary societies
Kappa Delta Pi, Phi Delta Kappa, and Pi Mu Epsilon, Dr.
Lowry was honored in 1971 by being presented the Distin-
guis]aecl Service Award }Jy the University of Virginia C]lapter
of Phi Delta Kappa. In 1981, the Virginia Council of
Teachers of Mathematics honored Dr. Lowry ]Jy naming its
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teacher of the year award the “William C. Lowry Outstanding
Mathematics Teacher Award.” This award is pres'entecl yearly
to outstanding teachers of mathematics on the elementary
school, middle school, secondary school, and college levels.

Upon Dr. Lowry's retirement in 1987, the Virginia
Council for Mathematics Supervision appointed a commit-
tee to see that Dr. Lowry was appropriately honored. The
result was that Friends of William C. Lowry raised approxi-
mately $25,000 to endow the William C. Lowry Scholarship
at the University of Virginia Curry School of Education. The
scholazship was announced on Sunday, August 30, 1987, in
Charlottesville, at which time Dr. Lowry was presented with
a Leautifully bound book of letters from his friends. This
sc]:tolars]:ﬁp supports a student enrolled in the Teacher
Education Program preparing to teach mathematics. The
fund has grown to over $30,000 and provicles a $1500
scholarsbip annually.

Among Dr. Lowry's professional activities was his direc-
tors]aip of thirteen annual University of Virginia School of
Education Annual Conferences for Tea_cllers of Mathemat-
ics. This conference was discontinued when the Virginia
State Department of Education lnegan its annual mathemat-
ics conferences. Other professional activities included spea]g-
ing at more than 100 national, state, and local meetings of
mathematics educators; serving on the NCTM Nominating
Committee twice; serving as local chairman of an NCTM
sponsored meeting at the University of Virginia; Worlzing
with the geometry materials of the School Mathematics
Study Group (SMSG); juclging for the Virginia Junior
Academy of Science Exhibits; and serving as a member of the
Study Staff for The Commission on Public Education of the
Virginia General Assem.l:ly.

Not only did Dr. Lowry spea]z at pro£essional meetings, he
pro&ucetl participants. Someone d1d an analysis of the
program of an NCTM meeting held in Atlanta in the 1970's
and concluded that more than fxfty percent of the spealae’rs
and presiders were either students or students of students of

Dr. Lowry.
Dr. Lowrxy acted as a consultant to several commercial

pul:lisllers of textbooks and to the Education Testing Ser-
vice. He tlirectly served Virginians lay acting as a consultant
to about 20 Virginia school divisions. He sexved Virginians
t]:u:oug]:l the Virginia Department of Education as a member
of the Department's Study Group on the Preparation of
Teachers of Mathematics and Science and l)y serving as a
member of the Department's Steering Committee and Writ-
ing Committees for producingMathematics Curriculum Guide
for Grades 7-12 and its several revisions. Dr. Lowry served on
t]ae Department's Teachers Certification Stucly Committee
in 1966 and Textbook Selection Committee in 1968.
Isabelle Rucker wrote the following in 1987 to Dr. Lowry and
says it's still true — and it will be evermore:




While I was engagecl in mathematics education with the
Virginia Department of Education I knew that if I needed
l:elp, advice, or just an ear, I could call you. You were
a/ways, in your own modest way, reaa'y to listen and l)y s0
a’oing, you solved and/or alleviated my concerns. It was a
comforting ][ee/ing — one that too many peop/e tannot
enjoy. Your positive inﬂuenc'e on mathematics education
has been }[e/t all over this country and in some lands abroad
t]:rouglz your proteges. FEach bf us has tried, in his own
way, to emulate you in some respect; each of us /1as, in
rea/ity, /eft your classroom and conference rooms with even
a bit of you that has been translated to co//eagues andfor
to teachers with whom we worked. Even in my c]ea/ings
with the Governor's School and particularly the partici-
pants therein, I found some part of Bill Lowry exhibiting
1'tsel)< Your impact has been and will continue to be wic]e/y
fe/t — with gratitua’e.

Because of the scholarships and stipends, many of Dr.
Lowry's students are thankful that his professional activities
included acting as associate director andfor director of
National Science Foundation academic year and summer
institutes for mathematics teachers held at the University of
Virginia. These institutes sprea(i over almost a decade and
were beneficial to large numbers of mathematics teachers in
Virginia. In addition to directing these institutions, Dr.
Lowry traveled over much of the Commonwealth to teach
evening classes associated with the institutes. A participant in
theacademic year institute, Evelyne Gra]aam, affirms b “There
is no way to measure the extent that Dr. Lowry's influence
and professional leatiersl'iip affected mathematics education
in Virginia — he was the one major force that moved modern
mathematics and its related curricula forward. All of us in
mathematics education owe him an unpayai)le debt of grati-
tude.”

A new professional activity for Dr. Lowry began July 1,
1982, when he was appointed the first Executive Secretary
for the Virginia Council of Teachers of Mathematics. Ac-
cordi.ng to Lucien Hall, who was president of VCTM at the
time, “Dr. Lowry was the first and natural choice for this
position since he was so iu'giliy respecteci i)y everyone in
Virginia. VCTM could not afford to appoint the wrong
person for this newiy created position and there was no way
we could go wrong with Dr. Lowxy.”

Many associate Dr. Lowxy with graciuate students and we
forget that he assisted many undergraduates. Chris Tisdale

writes: .

‘Wten I ﬁr.st wanclerec] into Dr. Lowry's oﬂice as an

undergraduate unsure of pursuing a mathematics teaclzing

career, little did I know af the tremendous inﬂuence that
was about to direct my ﬁlture. Of course the academic
preparation was sound, but it was his persona/ integrity
and commitment to his students and professian that
proviclea’ the model that we all attempt to emulate.

Chuck Straiey spea]zs for many when he says, * ..other
than my fa’c]:ler, he is the most 1mportant man in my Me He
has had a tremendous effect on me.’

Dr. Lowry caused his students/ advisees to have great
confidence in themselves. Once ]oimny Hill said ina speech
somet]ling to the effect that Dr. Lowry made each advisee feel
that he was the most accompiisiieci and important advisee
that Dr. Lowry had everhad. E dgar Edwards relates, “During
my first term at the University of Virginia [ had serious
t]aoug]nts of ciropping the gratiuate program. Dr. Lowry
learned of this and he encouraged me to continue. For this

Iam grateful."
Stuart Flanagan sums up for all of us our {eelings for Dr.

Lowry:

Asa prafessiona/, Dr. Lowry clza//engec[ but supportec[ in
a Ieind, gent/e, ﬁ'rm, and reassuring way. He was insiglit-
ﬁc/, careﬁt/, easy-going — maylye just say wise. He was a
master teacher — canﬁc[ent/y and quiet/y insti//ing the
value and be]ief that we need to consider ALL children as

Jeserving and needing an education.

As a person, he is what he wanted to be — a proua’
University of Virginia gent/eman. He is a man of honor,
dignity, and compassion, devoid af greecl.

Who would ever think that anyone could soar iligller than a
glider pilot. Well, Dr. Lowry soared higher. He soared right
to the tip-top as Virginia's Gentleman Mathematics Educa-
tor. Thus, it is fitting that this issue of theVirginia Mathemat-
ics Teacher is dedicated to WILLIAM CARL LOWRY.

Dr. and Mrs. Lowry now reside at Our Lady of Peace, 751
Hillsdale Drive, Apt. 331, Charlottesville, Virginia 22901.

The foliowing contributed to the article above: James M.
Cooper, University of Virginia H Ecigar L. E(iwar(is, ]r. ,
Education Consultant; S. Stuart F].anagan, Coilege of
William and Mary; James D. Gates, National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics H Evelyne M. Gral'lam, Retireci;
Lucien T.H aﬂ, Jr., Bri&gewater Coﬂege ; Jerome E. Kaufman,
Textbook Writer; Isabelle P. Rucizer, Retirecl; H.W. Straiey,
Woocil)erry Forest Scl'iool; Ertle Tllompson, University of
Virginia; Joseph C. Tisdale, Winthrop College.

Dr. Lowry recently passed away. Please see “From the President.”
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